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PUBLISHERS NOTE

The late Mr. SIMON ALEXANDER HEWAVITARANE, who
in his life time had begun to publish the TRIPITAKA, left a bequest
for its completion after his death. He died suddenly on 17th January
1913 and in.accordance with his wishes his Trustees had published the
Commentaries on the Text in 49 volumes. After seventy years these
books are no longer readily available.

His widow Mrs. SOMAWATI HEWAVITARANE who passed away
on 10th January 1982 at the age of 94, had prior to her death, created
the SOMAWATI HEWAVITARANE TRUST to carry on the good work
started by her late husband and bequeathed her entire estate to this Trust.

We the Trustees of the Somawati Hewavitarane Trust, having seen the
need to re-print the Commentaries, have undertaken this task to help both
the student and teacher of the Dhamma and in the hope that this act of
ours will help to preserve the Noble Teachings of the Blessed One for
the benefit of the future generations and thereby prolong the life of the
Buddha Sasana by many more thousands of years.

May the fruits of this meritorious act help the late Simon Alexander
Hewavitarane and Somawati Hewavitarane Maha Upasikawa in Sansara
and towards their final attainment of Nibbana.

Noel Wijenaike
Nanda Amerasinghe
Tissa Ratnatunge

23.08. 1991

Somawati Hewavitarane Trust Office,
130, Maligakanda Road, Colombo-10,
SRI LANKA.



PREFATORY NOTE.

With the issue of the Iti-Vuttaka Commentary I have much
pleasure in placing before the public the XXIII Volume of the Simon
Hewavitarne Bequest. The editing of this work has been done by
Morontuduve Dhammananda Thero one of the brilliant staff
of the Vidoyodaya Oriental College which is responsible for the
major part of this series. The proofs have been revised by its
Principals the late Ven'ble Sri Nanissara Nayaka Thero and the
Ven'ble Kahawe Sri Sumangala Ratnasara Nayaka Thero.

Although the Iti-Vuttaka comwentary was taken in hand
early in 1917, it had to be laid aside for a considerable time owing
to the difficulty of getting suitable manuscripts till it was handed
over to the learned editor. Many of the manuscripts in Ceylon
were faulty, but with the help of the recent Siamese Edition of the
Commentaries issued in memory of the Queen Mother of Siam by
Prince Krom Phra Chandabhuri Naranatha by command of His
Gracious Majesty the King of Siam Rama the Sixth, a great many
of the defects have been corrected.

The original commentary was written by Dhammapala Thero
from the then existing Sinhalese Atthakathas.

According to the Sinhalese atthakatha tradition the Iti- Vuttuka
consists of the Sayings of the Buddha which were repeated by the’
Bhikkuni Kujjuttara to the ladies of the Royal household of Udeni
the King of Kosambi and subsequently recited at the third convoca-
tion under the Emperor Asoka.

The learned editor in his introduction has referred to the
books he has consulted. It is a great pleasure to me to be able to
anounce the issue of this rare work on the fifteenth anniversary of
the death of my dear brother Simon Hewavitarne.

The date of his anniversary which falls on the 17th January
should be kept in memory by the large public who have benefifted
by the issue of this series.

The commentaries of the Khuddaka Nikdya are nearing com -
pllletlon and it is my intention to take in hand the publication of
the texts.

I have the honour to thank the learned Editor for his distin-
guished endeavour and the loving kindness with which he has com-
pleted his task.

‘! Srinagar "’
Colpetty,

17 January, “7'8
1928,

C, A. Hewavitarne.
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THE LATE
VEN'BLE ANAGARIKA DHARMAPALA.

(SIRI DEVAMITTA DHAMMAPALA)
Director of Triptaka Muddrana Sabha

BORN 17TH SEPTEMBER. 1834 DIFD 29TH APRIL, 1835
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THE PALI ALPHABET

IN SINHALESE CHARACTERS.

VOWELS.
g2 @i @i Ji ¢cu ¢ & @
CONSONANTS.
tmka @kha ®ga esgha ®ha
&ca dcha &ja MDjha  exfia
Ota &dtha  &da &dha &mna
mta Stha  ¢gda &‘dha #na
Spa dpha dba @bha ®ma
wya dra @Gla Ova @sa ®ha. @A @goap

mka woki Bki Bki ko ki emké o= kd
dkha @okbd S khi & kbi Qkhu A khi ed khé eakhé

®ga = = = = = = =
kka 62pR, Tifia 2 tva, g9 tra ®5mpha
8 kkha e fiha Q¢dda &, ®mba
=8 kya &P, © fica @, & ddha &9 mbha
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